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Introduction

The NEC® (National Electric Code) allows line-voltage wiring devices, e.g., light switches, dimmers, and receptacles 
to be placed in the same multi-gang box as low-voltage wiring devices, e.g., cable jacks and phone jacks. The benefit 
is that multiple devices can be combined in a single multi-gang electrical back-box with a multi-gang faceplate for 
complete functionality and clean aesthetics.

Excerpts From the NEC 2005, Article 800.133 (A.1.c)

Communication conductors shall not be placed in any raceway, compartment, outlet box, junction box, or similar 
fitting with conductors of electric light, power, Class 1, non-power-limited fire alarm, or medium power network-
powered broadband communications circuits.

Exception No. 1: Where all of the conductors of electric light, power, Class 1, non-power-limited fire alarm, and 
medium power network-powered broadband communications circuits are separated from all of the conductors of 
communications circuits by a permanent barrier or listed divider.

Explanation

Manufacturers of multi-gang boxes also produce low-voltage partitions that can be installed into the electrical back-
box. For example, the Hubbell RACO® catalog includes a partition for 1-5⁄8 in boxes (Model #974) and a partition for 
2-1⁄2 in boxes (Model #949). Once this partition is in place, each side of the partition is considered a separate box. 
Therefore, all of the devices can be placed within a multi-gang box and can use a multi-gang wallplate.
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For more information on how to configure a multi-gang wallplate, visit http://www.lutron.com/lutron/wallplate
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