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New Lutron Dimmer Technology Ensures Control of Home Lighting 
Today and in the Future


A Lutron First: Dimmers designed and UL listed for controlling Dimmable CFLs, LEDs, 
Halogen and Incandescent Light Bulbs


Coopersburg, PA  – Those of us who have made the switch to more energy-efficient bulbs like compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) and screw-in light emitting diode (LED) lamps, but love the ambiance and energy efficiency of a dimmer, can now have the best of both worlds. 

Light control manufacturer Lutron Electronics is pleased to introduce dimmers that work not only with today’s most popular light bulbs, like incandescent and halogen, but also with dimmable CFLs and LEDs, which are expected to become even more widely adopted over the next 10 years. By installing one of these new dimmers, homeowners will be able to reliably control the widest range of dimmable light sources available in the market today. 

According to an August 2010 report* from the National Electrical Manufacturers’ Association (NEMA), “CFLs continue to gain market share at the expense of incandescent lamps. The share of CFL lamps increased to a new high water mark of 26.7 percent while A-line incandescent lamps fell for the second consecutive quarter, decreasing to 73.3 percent.” 

Rising energy costs and legislation are forcing homeowners to reduce energy consumption at home, which is accelerating the adoption of new energy efficient light sources.

As soon as 2012, new energy legislation, called the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007, will begin phasing out incandescent lights bulbs that do not meet the new standards of energy efficiency. Thus, Lutron’s new dimmers will help consumers deal with this transition, and enable them to get reliable dimming performance. 
Though CFLs and LEDs both use less energy than typical incandescent and halogen light sources do, they also have a shortcoming: historically, they have not been compatible with light dimmers. Over the last few years, CFL and LED bulbs capable of dimming are becoming more readily available but many still have performance issues when used with a standard incandescent dimmer.

Lutron’s new C·L dimmers have been engineered to solve these problems and are UL listed to work with a broad range of dimmable CFL and LED light bulbs, as well as with halogens and incandescents. Both products specifically address issues commonly found when dimming these bulbs with standard incandescent dimmers including: 

· Lights dropping out: As CFL or LED bulbs are dimmed, they will sometimes turn off before the slider reaches the bottom. Referred to as “drop out,” this makes it extremely difficult to set the dimmer at the right level without bulbs turning off.

· Lights not turning on: After being dimmed to a low light level and switched off, sometimes CFL or LED bulbs will not turn on until the dimmer’s slider is moved up. This is referred to as “pop-on,” which is especially challenging in 3-way installations, where lights can be turned on/off from different locations, not just with the dimmer.

· Lights turning off unexpectedly: Dimmable CFL and LED bulbs can be influenced by line voltage fluctuations. As your incandescent bulbs will sometimes dim or flicker when a device such as air conditioning or a hair dryer is used, when dimmed to a low light level a CFL or LED bulb can actually turn off or flicker excessively in those situations.

The new dimmers use Lutron’s HED™ Technology, which features advanced dimming circuitry designed for compatibility with most high efficacy light bulbs to alleviate the aforementioned problems of dimming CFLs and LEDs.  And with HED Technology, the dimmers can also dim a mixed load of light sources (i.e. LED and halogen or CFL and LED bulbs) on the same circuit.   
The C·L dimmer family has captured several awards since its release in the fall of 2010, including a bronze 2011 Edison Best New Product Award™ in the Energy & Sustainability category and a gold 2011 Consumer Electronics Association Mark of Excellence award in the Green Product of the Year category. 
The new dimmer is available in several styles:

Diva C·L dimmer

· wall mounted; features a large paddle switch and a small slider
· suggested list price is $39.70

Credenza C·L plug-in lamp dimmer

· plugs into any table or floor lamp; features slider control and nightlight

· suggested list price is $15
Skylark Contour C·L preset dimmer 

· convenient rocker switch turns the lights on and off and automatically returns the room’s lighting to the user’s favorite preset level

· an easy-to-use, captive slide control adjusts the light for any activity
· suggested list price is $30.60

Ariadni/Toggler C·L dimmer 

· features an easy-to-use toggle switch and small slide dimmer 
· suggested list price is $26
The dimmers are available at select home improvement centers, lighting showrooms, electrical distributors and at lutronstore.com

Visit www.lutron.com/dimcflled to learn more about the C·L collection and dimming CFLs and LEDs. 

About Lutron Electronics (www.lutron.com)
Lutron Electronics, headquartered in Coopersburg, Pennsylvania, designs and manufactures energy-saving lighting controls, automated window treatments and appliance modules for both residential and commercial applications. Its innovative, intuitive products can be used to control everything from a single light, to every light, shade and even stand-by power in a home or commercial building. Lutron products make any space more versatile, while enhancing ambiance, comfort and productivity. They also save energy and make light bulbs last longer, making them an eco-friendly addition to the home and workplace. Founded in 1961, Lutron estimates that the installed base of its products saves the nation nearly 10 billion kWh of electricity, or approximately $1 billion in utility costs per year. Lutron manufactures more than 16,000 energy-saving products, sold in more than 100 countries around the world.  
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